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among most of his fellow Members. Now Pym, cautious, a born manager of men, tenacious and unscrupulous, inculcated his doctrine, not only into the Lower House, where it was naturally well received, but into a large part of the nation as well. Under his guidance and with the aid of his friends, Hampden and St. John, the Commons refused to consider the granting of subsidies till the King acknowledged that the direction of policy and power of the purse was indubitably theirs. In vain Charles tried to rouse them with the sight of a letter the Scotch Covenanters had sent to the King of France asking his intervention on their behalf. The political leaders were already in league with the Scotch and were not going to listen to anything to their disadvantage. It came to the King's ears one evening that they were about to propose a motion condemning the whole war. Charles determined to prevent an open defiance and hastily dissolved this Parliament early next morning before any business had been done. It had only sat three weeks and moderate men were dismayed at the open friction now inevitable between King and people. The extremists were delighted. " Things must be worse before they are better,55 said St. John, his usually gloomy face wreathed in smiles. " That Parliament would never have done what needed to be done."
It remained for the King to carry on the war as best he might, without supplies. The Earl of Northumberland, who was supposed to be in command of the English army at Newcastle, fell ill, and in any case felt small enthusiasm for his post. The training of the army was next given